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Association News 
 
Wood Supply Research Institute Selects New Executive Director 
 
Crad Jaynes, Board Chair of the Wood Supply Research Institute (WSRI), announced that Steve Carruth has been selected 
to replace retiring WSRI Executive Director Jim Fendig. The official appointment will be made at the May 2016 WSRI 
Annual Meeting. In making this announcement, Jaynes noted, “We carefully reviewed the applications of the top five 
candidates for this position, and the Search Committee was unanimous in its selection of Steve. He will bring excellent 
forest industry knowledge and association management skills to WSRI. We expect Steve will continue the strong record of 
planning and completing valuable WSRI wood fiber supply chain research projects compiled by Jim Fendig over the past 
14 years.” 
 
Carruth, who holds a BSF from Virginia Tech and an MSF from West Virginia University, has extensive industry experi-
ence: Procurement Forester (Westvaco), Harvesting Research Project Leader (Westvaco), Wood Flow and Administrative 
Supervisor (MeadWestvaco), and Operations Manager (KapStone Charleston Kraft). 
 
New Year Brings Mixed Outlooks for Agriculture and Forest Products 
 
The Northwest agriculture, forest products, and fisheries industries enter 2016 with different outlooks, according to indus-
try analysts at Northwest Farm Credit Services. 
 
“The economy and strong dollar overseas, carryover effects from drought and summer fires, El Niño, global production, 
ending stocks, and import/export activity are all influencing the markets for Northwest products,” said Michael Stolp, 
Northwest FCS vice president – Customer Insights. “These external factors are impacting the profitability of Northwest 
producers.” 
 
The forest products industry continues to experience a lethargic, but sustained, recovery as demand improves, supported 
by employment and household formation increases. Demand improvements are met with increasing lumber supplies from 
the U.S. and Canadian imports. Overall, results for forest products companies in 2015 are below 2014 performances.


